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Rigors of a Master’s Degree

Today, more and more people recognize the role that education plays in enhancing skills
and widening perspectives. Institutions are responding to this reality by developing programs
through which they challenge students to broaden their minds and acquire new skills. Master’s
degree programs are among the tools that have resulted from the dedication that these
institutions continue to demonstrate. Thanks to these programs, students have been exposed
to new knowledge areas and have been provided with a platform for rigorous scholarly inquiry.
For those seeking to pursue a Master’s degree program, it is worth noting that there are
challenges that they will encounter. To overcome these challenges, they need to display
resilience and unwavering commitment to the program. The successful completion of a

Master’s program demands rigor in such areas as coursework and research.

Coursework is one of the basic components of a Master’s program. Students are
required to participate actively and exhibit dedication to the coursework. Essentially, the
coursework is concerned with the content and subjects that the program focuses on. For
example, for those pursuing a Master’s program in human resources management, the
coursework may address such issues as employee compensation and training. To excel in their
engagement with the coursework, the student needs to be thorough, exhaustive and should
possess insight. These competencies enable learners to fully explore the coursework and draw
connections with real-world experiences. For instance, the student undertaking the Master’s
program in human resources must understand how employee compensation affects the real-

world performance of organizations. As they do this, they will be able to derive immense
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benefit from the coursework. It is also critical for the student to possess wisdom through which
they identify the elements of the coursework to which they should dedicate the most effort and
commitment. Most Master’s programs cover a broad range of subjects and concepts. It is
nearly impossible for the student to develop a mastery of each concept. Therefore, the student
needs to prioritize and commit more time and effort to subjects that they find to be most

critical.

Coursework is not the only component that constitutes a Master’s program. Research is
yet another element that defines most programs. As part of the requirements for successful
completion, the programs often require the students to conduct research on an issue of
interest or relevant to the program. For example, the Human Resource Management student
may be asked to perform research on the effect of employee compensation on performance
and satisfaction. Some of the competencies that enhance the research process include solid
academic writing and the ability to comply with established research guidelines. However well
conducted a study is, its impact is limited when the researcher is unable to communicate
effectively. The need for clear and proper communication underscores the importance of
undertaking Master’s degree programs. Through these programs, students are introduced to
the principles of academic writing. The insights that they gain enable them to communicate
their research findings in a manner that allows for clear understanding and expands knowledge.
Adherence to research standards and guidelines is also critical. As they conduct research,
Master’s students need to consider such values as beneficence and informed consent. These

values allow them to conduct research which enriches mankind without causing any harm to
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the research participants. Therefore, all students undertaking Master’s programs should strive

to conduct research that yields beneficial insights, thereby helping to drive human progress.

Research and coursework are some of the basic elements of most Master’s degree
programs. Future plans are yet another element that plays a vital role in enabling students to
derive as much benefit as possible from the programs. When they choose to pursue the
programs, most students are driven by the desire to enhance their skills and develop their
careers. The Master’s degree programs often fulfill this desire. Leveraging the skills and
knowledge that they gain through the programs, students go on to transform their workplaces,
communities and nations. Vision, dedication and a desperate urge for personal growth are
some of the issues that constitute the rigor for future plans in Master’s degree programs. A
vision provides the student with the drive they need and allows them to define the goals that
they wish to accomplish. On the other hand, whereas dedication challenges the student to
remain faithful to the program, the desire for personal growth offers the appetite required for
sustained commitment. If they are to succeed in their Master’s degree programs, students need

to cultivate these values and competencies.

In conclusion, Master’s degree is a gateway to personal and professional success. These
programs equip students with skills and perspectives that they need to succeed in the
increasingly competitive job market of today. As they undertake the programs, students must
understand that there are a number of skills and traits that they should possess. These skills
allow them to complete coursework, conduct research and to pursue their future plans. Some

of the skills include resilience, dedication and academic writing. This list is certainly not



RIGORS OF A MASTER’S DEGREE 5

exhaustive as there are other skills which facilitate success in Master’s degree programs. It is
true that the acquisition of these skills can be a costly and frustrating undertaking. However,
students need to take comfort in the fact that the growth that they experience while
undertaking Master’s programs will position them for success in their personal and professional

endeavors. Therefore, if they can, students should sign up for Master’s degree programs.



